THE ROLE OF THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY IN THE SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE ECONOMY OF TURKMENISTAN

Abstract

The article is devoted to the pressing issue of the
intensive development of the textile industry, one
of the leading sectors of Turkmenistan’s economy.
Based on statistical data and utilizing methods of
comparison, logical reasoning, and analysis, the paper
examines the development of the textile industry and
demonstrates its role within the national economy.
Furthermore, it highlights the specific characteristics of
the country’s textile industry development, the types of
manufactured products, their compliance with quality
and environmental standards, as well as their export to
foreign countries, concluding with relevant findings.
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The main goal of the national model of
Turkmenistan’s socially oriented market economy is
to ensure the freedom of economic relations, create
favorable conditions for fair competition, and satisty
the growing material and spiritual needs of society on
an innovative basis, while considering the rational use
of natural resources, as well as the sectoral, regional,
continuous, and balanced development of industrial
production and the service sector. In accordance
with the National Program “The Revival of the New
Era of the Powerful State: National Program for
Socio-Economic Development of Turkmenistan for
2022-2052,” the economic policy of our state is aimed
at ensuring sustainable and balanced economic
growth, increasing the competitiveness of economic
sectors, raising labor productivity, and meeting the

demands of the domestic market at a high level
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through local production and the expansion of export
capabilities [1, p. 27].

With the effective integration of Turkmenistan
into the global economic system and the development
of an advanced domestic industry, the textile
sector, in particular, is evolving in line with modern
requirements by absorbing substantial investments,
thereby consistently improving the standard of living
of our people. The textile industry of Turkmenistan is
a priority sector of the economy and holds a significant
position within the country’s economic structure.

The which

factories, enterprises, organizations, complexes, and

textile industry, encompasses
technological facilities, processes the “white gold” —
cotton - cultivated in our country, transforming it into
finished products.

Market economic relations and the condition
of the consumer market demand the expansion
of the product range and its continuous update. A
vivid example of this is the technical modernization
of a number of textile complexes. The introduction
of new production technologies and automated
systems from leading companies in countries such as
Belgium, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, and Japan into
our country’s textile industry has ensured an increase
in production volumes, high product quality, and
enhanced labor productivity at the sector’s enterprises.

The necessity of developing the textile industry is
driven by the fact that it constitutes a major component
and a key source of Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
generation. The rapid growth of the textile industry
and the production of diverse types of goods create
opportunities to fully satisfy the country’s domestic
market, as well as to enter the global market.



Currently, Turkmen textile products are widely
recognized in the global market, where goods bearing
the “Made in Turkmenistan” label are in high demand.
Products under the “Made in Turkmenistan” brand,
while conquering global markets, further strengthen
the international prestige of permanently Neutral
Turkmenistan. The products manufactured by the
enterprises of the textile industry impress not only
domestic consumers but also foreign buyers with their
high quality.

The implementation of state programs for import
substitution and the expansion of export-oriented
goods is a crucial condition for the harmonious
development of all structures within the industrial
complex. In recent years, modern enterprises
equipped with advanced technological machinery

have been constructed. The existing large-scale textile

complexes, cotton spinning and garment factories,
silkworm cocoon processing plants, and footwear
manufacturing facilities contribute significantly to the
turther strengthening of the country’s export potential
by producing high-quality goods from ecologically
pure raw materials. Currently, the major share of the
cotton fiber produced in the country is processed at
the domestic textile industry enterprises. At these new
facilities, starting from the processing of raw cotton
fiber, various types of yarn, terry, and denim fabrics,
as well as finished garments made from them, are
manufactured. The textile sector produces knitted
fabrics and ready-made garments, alongside high-
quality fabrics such as calico, satin, and poplin, and bed
linen sets produced from these materials. The growth
rates of textile production can be analyzed based on
the data presented in Table 1.

Table 1
Production of Main Types of Textile Industry Products [3]
Years Growth Rate 2023 to
2007 2010 2015 2020 2023 2024
2010 (%)
Products
Cotton yarn, thousand tons 85,6 92,4 119,8 114,5 115,9 107,5 116,3
Fabrics, total, million m? 185,8 158,2 223,1 212,2 242,1 236,1 165,6
including:
Silk fabrics 0,4 0,6 1,6 1,0 1,0 1,2 200
Cotton fabrics 177,1 145,5 209,0 194,0 224,5 220,0 151,2
Pile fabrics 8,3 12,5 12,4 16,2 15,7 14,3 114,4
Non-woven materials, million m? 7,8 8,5 14,8 47,8 16,7 11,1 130,5
Hosiery products, million pairs 11,0 11,9 12,9 31,5 48,5 49,6 4-fold increase
Footwear, million pairs 0,4 0,3 0,4 7,1 6,7 6,5 2-fold increase
Dressed leather, million dm” 18,4 14,5 14,6 25,2 48,4 40,0 2.5-fold increase

As illustrated in Table 1, the positive growth
indicators in the production volumes of the industry’s
main product types, achieved over a number of years,
demonstrate the vital position that the textile sector
holds within our national economy. Currently, the
textile enterprises of Turkmenistan are not limited
merely to ginning and processing cotton, wool, and
silk into semi-finished goods. They also successfully
manufacture high-quality knitwear and denim fabrics,
alongside ready-made garments, exporting these
premium textile products to global markets.

The high performance indicators of the country’s
textile industry are primarily attributed to the
utilization of state-of-the-art global technologies in
processing across textile complexes. Furthermore,
supplying the textile industry with premium-grade
raw materials is a critical factor driving the high quality
of the final finished products.

The fact that products
Turkmenistans textile enterprises are currently

manufactured by
exported to developed countries worldwide serves as
strong confirmation of the aforementioned points. The

products of the textile industry are highly competitive
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and are supplied to the global market, where they are
in great demand among international corporations
and firms. Goods bearing the “Made in Turkmenistan”
label are sought after by companies and firms in the
United States of America, Canada, France, Germany,
Italy, Turkey, Russia, and a number of other nations.
The outputs of Turkmenistans textile industry
are characterized by high consumer attributes, leading
the International Organization for Standardization
to award them the ISO 9001 “Quality Management
System” and ISO 14001 “Environmental Management
System” certificates. Furthermore, the enterprises
within the sector hold international certificates for

worldwide social responsibility and technical safety in
the field of finished goods manufacturing.

The products of Turkmenistan’s textile industry
are becoming increasingly sought after in the global
market. This trend is driven by the fact that Turkmen
textile manufacturers produce high-quality goods
that fully comply with international standards.
Furthermore, these products are manufactured from
ecologically pure raw materials, which constitutes one
of the primary competitive advantages of Turkmen
commodities. The production of the main types of
textile industry products in Turkmenistan is illustrated
in Diagram 1.

Diagram 1. Production of the Main Types of Textile Products in Turkmenistan

Currently, high-quality and ecologically pure
textile products under trademark brands such as “Gala’,
“Yenis”, “Goza’, “Wada’, “Nusay”, “Bedew”, “Biirgiit’,
“Akpamyk’, “Merw”, “Jeytun’, and “Mine” are in
high demand across both domestic and international
markets.

As one of the key sectors of Turkmenistan’s
economy, the textile industry enables the country’s
economic development, further enhances the
material well-being of our people, and facilitates
the implementation of large-scale transformations
and programs. The policy pursued in the country
to establish a powerful processing industry has
strengthened Turkmenistan’s position among the
world’s largest textile-producing nations and earned
it a reputation as a reliable partner manufacturing
competitive goods for the global market. This is clearly
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evidenced by the successful participation of Turkmen
textile enterprises in international trade fairs and
exhibition-conferences held both within Turkmenistan
and in various countries worldwide.

The economic potential of our country’s textile
complexes is immense. Among their key advantages,
the following can be highlighted:

o The raw materials for the textile industry are
produced entirely within our country;

« High-quality raw materials, semi-finished goods,
labor force, electricity, and other production inputs are
supplied by the domestic market at affordable prices;

o The state’s substantial investment capabilities
enable production facilities to be equipped with high-
level, advanced technologies.



All these factors transform the textile industry
of Turkmenistan into one of the most profitable and
efficient sectors.

Another distinctive feature of the development
of our country’s textile industry is that the sector’s
enterprises have obtained ISO 9001 and ISO 14001
certificates, which represent models for quality and
environmental management systems. The advantages
of holding these documents include the following:

— they are utilized to establish a more efficient
and productive environmental and quality system;

— they serve as internationally recognized models
for quality management systems;

— quality system models implemented in product
manufacturing or service delivery ensure continuous
customer satisfaction;

— they serve as a means to enhance product
competitiveness;

— they act as an effective marketing tool and can
be actively required by customers.

The strategic task of the consumer market is to
achieve and maintain an optimal balance between
consumer demand and the supply of goods and
services, as well as to expand the range of products
accessible to the population. Based on the “Program of
the President of Turkmenistan for the Socio-Economic
Development of the Country for 2022-2028," the
development of the textile industry is driven by
supplying national markets with high-quality textile
products, increasing the volume and variety of
exported goods, and boosting the country’s export
potential. Under the Ministry of Textile Industry of
Turkmenistan, it is planned to achieve a 3.4% growth
in cotton yarn production, a 6.4% increase in cotton
fabrics (including terry fabrics), and a 9.3% increase in
the value of knitwear and garments during the 2022-
2028 period. Asaresult, the total volume of commodity
production, works, and services is expected to increase
by 47.1%.

The modernization of factories within the
industry’s structure will have a positive impact on
maintaining a high level of textile and carpet product
exports. During the 2022-2028 period, the Ministry
of Textile Industry of Turkmenistan plans to utilize
investments totaling 842.9 million manats.

Our country possesses immense opportunities to
transform the textile industry into a highly profitable
sector and to further boost its economic potential.
To realize these large-scale tasks, conducting market
research is essential. Professor O. Geldymuhammedova,
Doctor of Economic Sciences, notes in her scientific
work titled “Competitiveness of Textile Products:
Assessment, Standardization, Methodology”: “In
modern market conditions, marketing provides
substantial assistance in driving product demand,
selecting optimal pathways for demand generation,
and effectively organizing the activities of market
participants” [2].

By utilizing marketing tools within the framework
of market economic relations, enterprises must cultivate
their own raw materials, manufacture products, and
implement a harmonious product policy to identify
and secure their market niche. Through marketing
activities, they must ensure that their products align
with market demand. By studying diverse consumer
groups and identifying their needs, enterprises should
structure their operations accordingly. Currently,
marketing activities within enterprises are primarily
executed through established specialized departments.
The widespread application of marketing is aimed at
the timely and comprehensive fulfillment of these
essential objectives.

The international exhibitions organized in our
country vividly demonstrate the achievements of the
national textile industry, including its sericulture and
manufacturing sectors. The International Trade Fair
“Turkmentextile Expo-2025," held in Ashgabat on
June 11-13, 2025, served as a premier presentation
platform in this field. Acting as a showcase for the
national textile industry’s products exported to
various countries worldwide, the “Turkmentextile
Expo” highlighted the significant successes achieved
in this direction. It provided foreign participants
and guests with an opportunity to closely familiarize
themselves with the industry’s developmental vectors
and to acquire necessary information. This, in turn,
fostered a growing interest among foreign companies
and business circles in the dynamically developing
market of Turkmenistan, which is recognized as one
of the key centers for textile industry development,
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keen on attracting new technological innovations and
advanced machinery.

As is well known, Turkmenistan harvests a
rich cotton crop annually, having designated the full
utilization of the industry’s immense resource potential
and the capacity to develop competitive products as a
priority task. The favorable soil and climatic conditions
of our country create the necessary prerequisites for
the large-scale industrial cultivation of medium-staple
and fine-staple cotton, both of which are in high
demand on the global market.

In alignment with the national program, the
primary direction of industrial policy focuses on
establishing conditions to transition the economy
away from a commodity-dependent model toward its
diversification, driven by enhancing competitiveness
and fostering innovation-based manufacturing.

The processing sectors of the industry are actively
developing within our country’s economy, and all
necessary conditions are in place for finished textile
products to occupy a pivotal position in the structure
of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in the future
through diversification and innovation integration.
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This underpins the successful implementation of the
strategic tasks set by the Esteemed President Serdar
Berdimuhamedov before the workers of this crucial
economic sector in the field of foreign economic
relations.
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